WHAT IS THE P VISA?

By Abraham L. Lim, Esq.

There are two types of visas foreign celebrities use to enter the United States. This week’s column will feature the P visa.  Next week, I will write about the O visa.

The P visa is divided into 3 distinct types.  The P-1 is a visa for an athlete or entertainer filed by a US employer, a US sponsoring organization, a US agent, or a foreign employer through a US agent. The P-2 visa is for an artist or entertainer in a reciprocal exchange program filed by a US labor organization that organized the exchange agreement or a US employer.  The P-3 visa is for an artist or entertainer who is coming to the United States to perform or participate in a culturally unique program.

It is recommended that the P visa petition be filed at least six months before the date of need for the foreign artists’ services.  This is due to the fact that under normal circumstances, the petitioning organization needs to obtain a written consultation from an appropriate labor organization regarding the artist’s ability, degree of international recognition, and whether the US activities will be appropriate for an internationally recognized athlete or entertainment group.  However, should the petitioning organization file the P visa application thru Premium Processing, the government entity approving the petition will seek the consultation themselves in the interest of time.

Petitions for essential support personnel for P-1, P-2, and P-3 visitors may be filed and approved for a sufficient time period to complete the event, activity, or performance for which the related principal artist is admitted, not to exceed one year.  A written consultation is also required for petitions for essential support personnel but may be waived under similar circumstances described above.
Dependents of P visa holders are entitled to P-4 non immigrant classification subject to the same period of admission and limitations as the primary alien beneficiary.  Employment is prohibited under P-4 classification.

If the P visa holder will work for more than one employer within the same time period, each employer must file a separate petition with Homeland Security.  P visa holders may only be admitted to perform services in “specific, identified” events.  P visa holders may not freelance in the open market.

